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Please type and feel free to add pages to document 
Proposals may be emailed to mhixson@thedcca.org 
 
Title of proposed project: PEOPLE’S PARK 
 
Name of primary facilitator/proposer(s): Eric Leshinsky 
 
Number of people involved in producing the project, their names & their 
individual roles: Not defined. This is a ‘community project’ that will involve the participation 
of stakeholder groups, regular visitors the museum and everyday inhabitants/visitors of 
downtown Wilmington.  
 
Availability of primary facilitator between 2/9/2013 –  
6/16/2013: 2/4/13 – 3/4/13 and 5/27/13 – 6/10/13 
 
Preferred days/dates/time/duration of proposed project (e.g., Mondays 3-5:00 p.m., 
April 3- May 6): 
Feb – March: normal museum hours; April-May-June: 24-7 
 
Is this a: 
Workshop_X_ Activity_X_ Performance__ Experience__X_ Other  public art installation 
 
Will it involve a physical component in the gallery? Will wall space be necessary? 
Yes. Yes. 
 
If physical component is involved, please describe in as much detail as possible: 
The project has 2 phases, one that happens within the museum as a gallery installation during 
Feb. and March, and a second phase that happens at an outdoor site in downtown Wilmington 
after March. For the gallery phase, the project would need an entire gallery and use of at least 2 
walls. The installation involves the creation of a design studio with 6 drafting tables with stools, 
a conference table with chairs, a long pinup board on one wall and another wall to be used for 
slide projections from two ceiling-mounted projectors.  The conference table would be designed 
to include design resources: drawing supplies, books, magazines, material samples, coffee 
maker, possibly a video on a dedicated monitor with head phones.    
 
Proposed location (in DCCA Gallery or elsewhere): 
Constance S. and Robert J. Hennessy Project Space 
 
Proposed spatial requirements: 
The gallery installation would involve the full use of the gallery and be designed for workshops 
involving 5-10 individuals and through-movement at all times  
 
List of necessary materials and supplies (include associated costs): 
All costs are approximate 

- dimensional lumber for building 6 simple drafting tables and conference table- $700  

- basic pre-manufactured stools from Ikea or similar -$200  
- basic pre-manufactured chairs for conference table from Ikea or similar - $200   

- drawing supplies (trace paper, pens, pencils, etc..) - $150  
- used books and magazines - $150 



- pinup board (homosote, cork or other material) - $50 
- occasional use of printer and projectors and small tabletop monitor with ability to play a  

video by some means (on disc, web or digital file) 
 
 
Description or narrative of proposed project (1-2 paragraphs): 
PEOPLE’S PARK is an ad hoc public design process for engaging both a potential park site in 
downtown Wilmington and a group of participants interested in developing ideas for this site. 
The process is also an attempt to connect the mission and values of a museum space with the 
larger city in which it exists, providing a bridge for people and ideas between a studio 
environment in the museum and a potential park site less than a mile away. The process relies on 
participation that will be facilitated by a hybrid furniture concept that will function as a drafting 
table when in the studio environment and as a bench when in the park environment, both uses 
designed to mobilize interest, engagement and action in each place. 
 
The studio component of the project will last for approximately 2 months during February and 
March.  During this time, a regular schedule of design workshops will take place within the 
studio involving stakeholder groups and regular museum visitors. The park component will last 
for approximately 2 months during April and May and possible into June. During this phase, the 
drafting tables of the studio will be transformed into benches that will be placed on the park site 
and drawings made during the studio phase will be affixed to and publicly displayed on the 
benches.  
 
Please answer the following questions regarding the conceptualization of your 
imPERFECT CITY project (include as much detail as possible): 
1. How is your proposal intended to be interactive? Who is the audience? 
The project involves two publicly accessible installations that are activated/defined by use, one 
in the museum and one at a public site in downtown Wilminton. Design workshops within the 
museum  installation will also provide an interactive aspect. The audience is a pre-determined set 
of stakeholder groups, regular museum visitors and everyday inhabitants/visitors of downtown 
Wilmington.  
 
2. How is your proposal geared toward or related to the particular space/locale where the 
activity is to be held (e.g. Bieber Ham and DuPont II galleries at the DCCA and/or offsite 
locations in the city of Wilmington)? 
The project  has been conceived in regard to the mission/values of the DCCA and this exhibition 
and the interests of the larger city and its downtown in general by providing installations which 
are publicly accessible, activated by use, provocative and intended to lead to meaningful 
discussions about the role of the museum, design, the city and social engagement. The specific 
installations at the museum and park site have been conceived in regard to the particular 
dimensions/ opportunities/ constraints of their respective spaces.  
 
3. How does your proposal acknowledge particular art historical and cultural precedents? 
Through the possible inclusion of selected books, magazines, video and slideshow images, the 
project may acknowledge art historical and cultural precedents but this is not a primary goal of 
the project.  
 
4. How does your proposal critically and creatively initiate a dialogue with the premise of 
utopia as a collaborative process and intentional community? 
The project is oriented around public spaces public processes that will be activated by 
participation from a mix of individuals interested/willing to participate in a design process of a 
public site strategically located in downtown Wilmington. This a created process that may or 
may not lead to actual positive urban change, but it is also a process that would not have 



otherwise existed.  The project is grounded by the ideal that we can only affect positive change 
in our surroundings by becoming actively engaged in those surroundings.  
 
5. How does your proposal favor a collective or social approach to artistic expression (i.e., 
does it involve multiple “artists ” or “assistants” who help realize the work)? 
The overarching structure of the project has been conceived by a practicing artist, but the larger 
form/shape of the project will be defined by the participation of others, who are not necessarily 
artists but have some interest in being creative and developing ideas.  
 
6. Is your project both educational and pleasurable for the viewer? How so? 
It has been designed to be both, by providing a means for visitors to the museum and downtown 
Wilmington to step beyond their normal routine, participate in something of minor consequence, 
perform an act of creativity and consider how their actions might contribute to something larger 
than themselves. But this will only be proven in practice. 
 
7. Does your proposal include a realistic assessment of your ability to complete the 
activities you are proposing? Please consider: staff, time, gallery space, materials, and visitor 
attendance. 
 
Yes!


