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Title of proposed project:   
 Whoʼs downstream: An exploration of the impact of urban water runoff  
 
Name of primary facilitator:  Dr. Jules Bruck 
 
Number of people involved in producing the project:  18 
 Jules Bruck: primary facilitator 
 Jon Cox:  co-producer 
 Tony Middlebrooks: co-producer 
 University of Delaware Students: creative team 
 
Availability of primary facilitator between 2/9/13 - 6/16/13:   
 Mondayʼs until 3 pm and Thursdays after 3:30 pm 
 
Preferred days/date/time/duration of proposed project: 
 Wednesdayʼs 3:30-7 pm, April 10-May 22 
 
This is an Experience and an Exhibit 
 
Will it involve a physical component in the gallery?: The exhibit will involve a physical 
component in the gallery.  A wall is necessary to show video footage.  The extent of the exhibit 
depends on the way the city is being created in the space.  Our landscape will conform to the 
city limits.  We want to showcase the fluidity of water and the way the changing landscape slows 
it down or speeds it up or alters it completely by channeling streams into pipes.  The 
consideration of space is completely evolving depending on the ʻcity.ʼ 
 
Proposed Location:  DCCA Gallery 
 
Proposed spatial requirements:  4ʼ x 4ʼ wall space for video footage and a projector set up.  
Gallery space near and surrounding the ʻcity.ʼ  This part is in need of more design as we remain 
unclear about how to show some aspects of the overall landscape as it functions with water, soil 
and plants. 
 
List of materials and supplies:  video camera, microphones, video editing software and 
computers.  Fabric, tubes, plants and other found objects to represent moving water.  Costs 
approximately $1,800 total - mostly for plants, raw materials and transportation. 
 
Description:   
Working with a group of undergraduate students at the University of Delaware, three professors 
will explore the path of stormwater through urban and industrial areas to explore the beauty and 
the mystery of what happens to our downstream neighbors who rely on healthy water.   
 
As we explore the path of water around the region, we will connect with the Wilmington 
community and conduct video interviews of peopleʼs responses to questions regarding what 
happens to the rainwater that falls on the city? And, where inlets lead water. We will follow the 
path of water and see where it leads us, perhaps even starting father north in the areas of 
Pennsylvania where fracking for natural gas now plays an important economic role in the region.  
In that situation, we the citizenʼs of Wilmington, are “Whoʼs Downstream.”  We will take photos 
of pipes, inlets, outlets, landscapes, wetlands, and put together a pictorial compilation of the 
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story of urban stormwater.  We will explore how water is cleaned by the landscape or otherwise 
dumped into a neighborʼs backyard.  In the exhibit space, we will create the pipes and motion 
that represents water and we will ask our visitors to float their ʻwishes for waterʼ downstream. 
Ideally, we will identify an area in Wilmington in need of rehabilitation and revegetation to 
improve water quality downstream.  We propose a day of site clean up and re-planting on a 
specific site so that our participants can interact with the landscape and do something real to 
make a difference.  
 
 
 
1. How is your proposal intended to be interactive?  Who is the audience? 
The audience is the urban population of Wilmington.  We hope they find interest in exploringthe 
way the landscape is altered by urbanization and industrialization - specifically, what happens to 
the water that falls on the city and what are the ultimate effects on those who live downstream?  
We expect the exhibit to be interactive in that we would like visitors to consider their watershed 
or the watershed of DCCA and where the rainfall is going.   
 
2. How is your proposal geared toward or realated to the particular space/locale where 
the activity is to be held?  In addition, we would like to showcase water as it travels through 
the imPERFECT CITY in the exhibit space in Bieber Ham and the DuPont II galleries at the 
DCCA.  For this piece of the exhibit we would like to hold at least two town meetings to discuss 
the water as it flows through from the north, through Wilmington, to the south.  We will let the 
students run the discussions and we will include invitations to several special guest panelists 
who have been impacted by water quality or who fully understand water impacts.  Ideally, we 
will identify an area through our research that is in need of rehabilitation to improve water quality 
downstream.  We propose a day of site clean up and re-planting on a specific site so that our 
participants can interact with the landscape and do something real to make a difference. 
 
3.  How does your proposal acknowledge particular art historical and cultural 
precedents?  The images and stories shared in the first several town hall meetings for 
imPERFECT CITY refer to several pieces that are full of visitor engagement.  We envision the 
gallery part of the project to be eye-opening and educational, and the planting piece to be the 
center of active engagement. 
 
4.  How does your proposal critically and creatively initiate a dialogue with the premise 
of utopia as a collaborative process and intentional community?  We intend to provide 
drama to a process that is generally ignored, and have people begin to think, converse, and 
wonder about water and the impacts of it traveling over city miles carrying pollutants and toxins 
into local streams that then run into different watersheds causing issues downstream.  It is an 
exhibition aimed at revealing a process that is otherwise completely invisible.  Our students will 
be working on the ground level following water, interviewing people of Wilmington asking 
questions about where rainwater and storm sewers are directed.  A photo gallery of related 
images may help tell the story in addition to the video component.  We expect visitors to send 
their wishes for clean water or a healthy environment downstream to their invisible neighbors. 
 
5.  How does your proposal favor a collective or social approach to artistic expression? 
This exhibition will work off of the collaborative imPERFECT CITY idea and it will comply to the 
structure of the city as it comes into fruition.  The team of people involved will include students 
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and faculty from many different disciplines across the University of Delaware campus as well as 
community members.   
 
6.  Is your project both educational and pleasurable for the view?  How so? Water is 
always a pleasurable experience.  We hope to juxtapose the beauty and pleasure of water with 
the reality of the effects of urbanization and industrialization.  It will please the senses at times, 
but also provide a deep education of an otherwise invisible yet critically important path of 
stormwater.  
 
7.  Does your proposal include a realistic assessment of your ability to complete the 
activities you are proposing?  The primary facilitator and co-producers are co-teaching an 
experimental course that will have this project as one of two primary course projects for the 
entire spring semester of 2013.  We are working to raise private funds and we will use social 
media as well as our channels at the University of Delaware and beyond to try to increase visitor 
attendance.   
 
 
 
 
 


